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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Carrender et al. US Pub. No. 2004/0008123, herein referred to as Carrender '123, 
and further in view of Frederick et al. US Patent No. 6, 1 12, 502, cited by applicant 
herein referred to as Frederick '502. 

Re claim 1 , Carrender '123, discloses a inventory management system (Abstract) , 
comprising: 

a medical device (Abstract, Paragraph 08, wherein the devices are pharmaceuticals 
and prescriptions ) defining an expiration date (Abstract, and Paragraph 40, wherein the 
expiration date is the shelf life), packaging (Paragraph 13, wherein the packaging 
comprises of a container) ; 

an RFID transponder (Paragraph 08, 12, 28, wherein the RFID transponder is the RFID 
tag 36) affixed to the medical device packaging (Paragraphs 8, 13); the RFID 
transponder (Paragraph 08, 12, 28, wherein the RFID transponder is the RFID tag 36) 
being initialized with an identification code (Paragraphs 09, 25, 30 wherein the 
identification code comprises of device identification information stored in the tag); 
an RFID reader (Paragraph, 24 29, wherein the RFID reader is reader 38, Fig 2) 
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defining a proximity distance at which an RFID transponder is readable, adapted to 
generate and receive wireless signals to and from an RFID transponder, thereby 
reading the identification number from the RFID transponder (Paragraphs 25, 27 and 
31); 

a computer having memory loaded with software (Paragraphs 35 and 45, wherein it 
obvious that a computer comprises of a memory, wherein the computer is used to 
access the database and that the computer is loaded with software to execute task); 
such that when the medical device is in proximity to the RFID reader (Paragraphs 25, 
27, 28, wherein the RFID reader is the reader 38, Fig 2), the RFID reader interrogates 
the RFID transponder to read the identification code into the computer memory 
(Paragraphs 31 and 25); and if the medical device is again placed in proximity to the 
RFID reader, the RFID reader will again interrogate the RFID transponder to read the 
identification code into the computer memory (Paragraph 31 and 25, wherein it is 
obvious that when a device is place in range of the RFID reader i.e. interrogator will 
interrogate the RFID transponder , wherein the RFID transponder is the RFID tag 36, 
wherein the transponder response signal has identifying information wherein the 
identifying information is stored and thus read into the memory); 
wherein the computer software is adapted to periodically communicate all 
identification codes of medical device RFID transponders in proximity to the RFID 
reader to an inventory administrator (Paragraphs 30, 31 and 45, wherein the computer 
comprising of software and a database, wherein the database comprises of tag 
identification information, wherein the administrator i.e. authorized user has access to 
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the database); and to automatically communicate an alert to the inventory administrator 
if an inventory of medical devices is reduced below a preselected amount (Abstract, 
Paragraph 45, wherein the present condition of the medical device is automatically 
monitored and reported, wherein it is obvious that the report comprises of preselected 
amounts of medical devices is sent to the administrator i.e. authorized user ); and to 
automatically communicate an alert to the inventory administrator if a medical devices 
has reached the expiration date or is within a preselected time period of the expiration 
date (Paragraph, 40 and Abstract), but does not specifically disclose that when the 
device is removed from proximity to the RFID reader, the RFID reader communicates 
the removal of that identification code to the computer memory . However Frederick 
'502 discloses of a medical inventory monitoring system specifically comprising of 
medical devices (Abstract, Column 1, Lines 5-12); and that when the medical device is 
removed from proximity to the RFID reader (348, 583) the RFID reader communicates 
the removal of that identification code (Column 6, line 48, wherein the identification code 
is the indicia) to the computer memory (Column 6, lines 47-52 and Column 4, lines 22- 
27). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made for the inventory management system of Carrender 
'123 to further comprise of the step of wherein the medical device is removed from 
proximity to the RFID reader (348, 583) the RFID reader communicates the removal of 
that identification code (Column 6, line 48, wherein the identification code is the indicia) 
to the computer memory as claimed since Frederick '502 discloses a medical inventory 
management system that can more accurately, and conveniently monitor in an 
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inventory of medical use to provide and indication of what is used (Column 2, lines 13- 
28) 

Re clam 2 , Carrender '123 and Frederick '502 further disclose the medical device 
inventory management system of Claim 1 , further comprising a bar-code reader 
(Column 5, lines 47-50, wherein it is obvious that the reading device scanning the 
indicia is a bar-code reader). 

Re claim 4 , Carrender '123 and Frederick '502 further discloses the medical device 
inventory management system of Claim 1 , wherein the medical 
device packaging is at least partially metal (Paragraphs 35 and 36, wherein the 
packaging is the container 70 comprising of a cap 84, wherein the cap 84 comprises of 
metal segments 92, 94 and thus the packaging is at least partially metal, wherein the 
RFID tag (Paragraph 08, 12, 28, wherein the RFID transponder is the RFID tag 36) has 
a shape that maximizes 

the accuracy of the RFID reader (wherein it is obvious that the shape of the RFID tag is 
designed in a matter to ensue an accurate reading) 

Re claim 5 . Carrender '123 and Frederick '502 further discloses the medical device 
inventory management system of Claim 1, wherein the medical device packaging 
further comprises a temperature sensor (Paragraphs 34, 40, wherein it is obvious that 
the detection device comprises of a temperature sensor since the condition of the 
medical device is monitored), and wherein the RFID reader (38) is adapted to also 
interrogate the temperature sensor (Paragraph 40). 
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Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Carrender 
et al. US Pub. No. 2004/0008123, herein referred to as Carrender '123 and further in 
view of Frederick et al. US Patent No. 6, 112, 502, herein referred to as Frederick ' 502 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of De La Huerga US Pub. No. 
2002/0084904 cited by applicant, herein referred to as De La Huerga '904. 
Re claim 3, Carrender '123 and Frederick '502 discloses the medical device inventory 
management system of Claim 1 , but does not specifically disclose a medical device 
inventory management system further comprising a patient wristband reader 
(Paragraph 3, Fig 6, 300). However, De La Huerga '904 specifically discloses an 
identification band for a patient wrist comprising of a transponder that can receive 
information (Paragraph 38). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made for the medical device 
inventory management system of Kimball '961 and Frederick '502 to further comprise 
of a patient wristband reader as claimed since De La Huerga ' 904 teaches of a 
identification bracelet comprising a patient identification mechanics that is inexpensive, 
disposable and rewritable that can receive information and provide information to a 
memory device (Paragraph 37-38). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• Schrodt et al. (US Pub. No. 2005/0149414 A1) discloses an RFID method and 
system for preventing product out-of-stock conditions in a retail supply chain. 
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• Frederick et al. (US Patent No. 7, 286, 9001 ) discloses a system for controlling 
and tracking medical items. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SONJI JOHNSON whose telephone number is 571-270- 
5266. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30 AM -6:30 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steve S. Paik can be reached on 571-272-2404. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/SONJI JOHNSON/ /STEVEN S. PAIK/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2887 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2887 

IS. J./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2887 
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